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“... a moment of humanity 

in a time of carnage...

what must be the most

extraordinary celebration

of Christmas

since those notable goings-on

in Bethlehem.”

- Piers Brendon, British Historian



Contents

Introduction 4

The Vision 8

Local Partners 9

The Projects: 9

1. Sport for Development and Peace 
(The Flanders Peace Field) 9

2. Culture 10
3. Cultural Patrimony 11
4. Major Symbolic Events 12
5. The Fans World Cup 13

Visitors, Tourists and Pilgrims 14

Investment Required and Local Body 
to Manage Development 15

The Flanders Peace Field 16

Voices from the Christmas Truce 18

Summary Biography of Presenter 20



THE CHRISTMAS
TRUCE PROJECT

Introduction

The First World War - “The War to End All
Wars” – lasted four years.  It consumed the
lives of an estimated 18 million people –
thirteen thousand per day!  Yet, there was one
day, Christmas Day 1914, when the madness
stopped and a brief peace, inspired by the
Christmas story, broke out along the Western
Front.

The Island of Ireland Peace Park, Messines,
Belgium, stands on a gentle slope overlooking
the site of one of the most extraordinary
events of World War I and, indeed, world
history.

German soldiers had been sent thousands of
small Christmas trees and candles from back
home.  As night enveloped an unusually still and silent Christmas Eve, a soldier placed one of
the candlelit trees upon the parapet of his trench.  Others followed and before long a chain of
flickering lights spread for miles along the German line.  British and French soldiers observed
in amazement.  As the night progressed they heard the sounds of Christmas carols drift across
the gulf of No Man’s Land.  A young British soldier, Albert Moren, near La Chapelle
d’Armentieres, France, 12 kilometres from Messines, recalled:

“It was a beautiful moonlit night, frost on the ground, white almost everywhere; and
... there was a lot of commotion in the German trenches and then there were those
lights – I don’t know what they were.  And then they sang “Stille Nacht” – 
“Silent Night”.  I shall never forget it.  It was one of the highlights of my life.”

German singing attracted almost as much attention across No Man’s Land as did the lighted
trees, which another soldier described as ‘like the footlights of a theatre’.  Many British and
French units were spellbound and reacted, as if an audience, with applause.  Curious, some
soldiers raised their heads.  No shots were fired.  Tantalisingly shoulders, trunks and eventually
entire bodies stood above the trenches.

Troops on both sides began to inch closer and eventually met at the heart of No Man’s Land,
surrounded by their fallen comrades.  They shook hands and agreed a truce the following day.

Shortly after dawn on Christmas morning they met again, exchanging food and drinks,
swapped cap badges and buttons, posed for photographs and showed one another pictures of
their families and loved ones.
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This extraordinary encounter continued
throughout the day during which they held
joint religious services and helped bury each
other’s fallen comrades.  Contemporary
correspondence and reports from the period

report footballs being produced and a strong tradition persists that a regulation game of soccer
between German and British soldiers was played with the German’s emerging 3-2 winners.

Today, the debris of war, the mud, the wire and
the thousands of corpses and broken bodies that
inhabited the location of the Christmas Truce
have been removed.  Apart from a small wooden
cross and an accompanying information panel, the
memory is all but erased.  When I first visited the
site, close to the town of Messines and Ploegsteert
Woods, Flanders, on 28 August 2008, the cross
was dwarfed against a backdrop of a seven-foot tall
maize harvest.

Unable to see the length and breadth of this part of No Man’s Land
upon which one of the most moving encounters of human history
occurred, I asked permission to enter a nearby two-storey house.
From an upstairs window I looked upon neat rows of maize
stretching towards St. Niklaas Church, Messines, and the Round
Tower of the Island of Ireland Peace Park, a kilometre or two
distant.

As I surveyed the site of this small but momentous and hope-filled
moment in history, I imagined, by 2014, a Flanders Peace Field for the
children and youth of Europe and the world.  A field upon which,
over and over again, that moment of humanity would be
memorialised through the energy of the young.  Thus was born the
idea of the Christmas Truce Project.

A story for all Seasons
The story of the 1914 Christmas Truce has captured the imagination of people across the world
for almost 100 years.  It is not simply a story for Christmas, but a story that touches people
wherever and whenever they hear it, irrespective of the season.  As such, this story has the
power to attract people to Messines 365 days of the year.
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In his poem ‘A Carol From Flanders’, about the 1914 Christmas Truce, the poet Frederick
Niven (1878-1944) concludes with an inspiring hope-filled aspiration that the city of Messines
can help fulfil:

Oh ye who read this truthful rime
From Flanders, kneel and say:

God speed the time when every day
Shall be as Christmas Day.

The American Folk singer, John McCutcheon (1952 – ) states that he first learned about the
1914 Christmas Truce from a backstage janitor during the interval in a Birmingham, Alabama,
concert hall in 1984.  He states: “I was so taken with the woman’s story, I wrote the entire song
“Christmas in the Trenches” during the intermission of my concert that night.”

The popular song is now the subject of a beautifully illustrated book, written by McCutcheon
and published by Peachtree, USA (2010).  In his Author’s note, McCutcheon echoes the
sentiments of the poet Frederick Niven:

I first thought I would only sing the song and tell the story during the Christmas season.
I soon learned it deserves –no needs–to be told 365 days a year.

We need to grasp the fact that we are developing, unquestionably, the most powerful and hope-
filled story of World War I.  A story that can help to make Messines one of the great peace
centres of the world.

It is a story that touches people everywhere and which has the seeds of optimism and
inspiration that our world so desperately needs today.

It is a story that is laced with the spirit of humanity, human kindness and goodwill: a story for
children, youth, young men and women, the middle-aged and old.
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It is a story that is about family, faith, loneliness, the tragedy of loss, bereavement and the desire
to love and forgive.

It is a story that encompasses every conceivable human emotion and drama imaginable.

It is a story that includes song, ballads, music, generosity, sport, prayer, religious services and
the respectful laying to rest of fallen comrades who still sleep peacefully in the environs of
Messines, and whose legacy and memory we must embrace.

It is a story of yesterday, of today, of tomorrow and forever.

At a time when the European experiment is under enormous stress due to economic and
political upheaval, it is a story to remind all Europeans of the trauma of two world wars, of our
common humanity and our post conflict commitment to a shared future.

It is a sacred story and we have a duty to embrace it with great reverence and respect.

It is the story of a seed, planted by ordinary soldiers and low ranking officers, in the fields that
Messines overlooks – inspired by the first Christmas – that we must now take and tell, ‘365
days a year’ – to help…

… speed the time when every day
Shall be as Christmas Day.

Don Mullan
Christmas Truce Ambassador, Messines, Belgium

City of the Christmas Truce
Concept Developer

Dublin, Ireland
28 September 2012
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Maze field stretching towards Messines, the scene that inspired the idea of the Christmas Truce Project in August 2008.
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The Vision

The world knows about the
Christmas Truce, as evidenced
by the surge of documentaries,
movies, folk songs, a Pulitzer
Prize winning musical and
books that have been produced
and published in the past
decade.  However, the world
has nowhere to go.  There is
no place dedicated to an
appropriate and moving
commemoration of the
Christmas Truce in France or
Belgium.  I have identified the
town of Messines (Mesen), in
west Flanders, to be an
appropriate location.  Messines
is the smallest city in Belgium.

I have had discussions with the
Mayor of Messines, Messines
Peace Village, and with the
Parish of St. Niklaas about
branding Messines in the
coming years:

The City of the
Christmas Truce
Messines was at the heart of
the Christmas Truce.
Furthermore, the church of St.
Niklaas, apart from its name –
long associated with Christmas
– is an imposing edifice,
situated on a ridge, that can be
seen for miles around and has a
commanding view of No
Man’s Land and the
Belgium/French border.
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St. Niklaas Church, Messines

In the last decade several books, documentaries and films have been produced on the theme of
1914 Christmas Truce.  Here are just a sample.
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Local Partners

The Projects

There are three local partners I
have diligently worked with since
2008 in developing the Christmas
Truce Project:

1. The Town of Messines

2. The Messines Peace Village

3. St. Niklaas Parish

1. Sport for Development and Peace:
(i) Creation of The Flanders Peace Field in memory of the Christmas Truce football game,

attracting youth from across Europe and conflict areas of the world (see The Flanders
Peace Field section below for more details);

(ii) Peace School, run by the Messines Peace
Village, in partnership with the UN Office
on Sport for Development and Peace,
exploring the dynamics of the 1914
Christmas Truce and its relevance for today;

(iii) Football for Peace Pilot Project, 2013,
involving youth from, amongst others,
Germany, the UK, the island of Ireland,
Belgium and Liechtenstein.

UN Special Adviser Wilfred Lemke, British Ambassador Jonathan Brenton,
German Ambassador Dr. Eckart Cuntz and Lord Michael Bates, visit the
Christmas Truce Cross, January 2012.

Panoramic View from St. Niklaas Church Bell Tower,
overlooking No Man’s Land and the scene of the
Christmas Truce.

Satellite image of Messines
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The Projects

2. Culture:
(i) The Christmas Truce Carol and Folk

Festival, to be held on the weekend closest
to the Feast of St. Niklaas, December 6th
(the first festival was held in 2010 and was
opened by the Desmond and Leah Tutu
Peace Choir at St. Niklaas Church,
Messines);

(ii) The Christmas Truce Annual Lecture (first delivered by Wilfred Lemke, UN Special
Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace, at the European Parliament, January 2012);

(iii) Satellite concerts, worldwide (the first satellite concert was held at Kimmage Manor
Church, Dublin, in December 2011 and broadcast live on the worldwide web);

(iv) Twinning of St. Niklaas Church, Messines with:

a. The Church of St. Nicholas of Myra, Myra (Demre), Turkey;

b. St. Nikola-Kirche, Obernhorf, Salzburg, Austria, where ‘Silent Night, Holy Night’ –
‘Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht’, was first performed on Christmas Eve 1818.

c. The Church of St. Nicholas, World Trade Centre, New York, currently being rebuilt;
having been demolished by the collapse of the Twin Towers on September 11, 2001.

d. St. Nicholas Church, Newtown Jerpoint, Co. Kilkenny, Ireland, where tradition claims
St. Nicholas of Myra was reinterred in the year 1200.
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St. Nicholas Church, Jerpoint, Co. Kilkenny, Ireland.



3. Cultural Patrimony:
(i) Full restoration of St. Niklaas Church Carillon, with

installation of baton consol;

(ii) The first melody to be played by the newly restored
carillon to be ‘Stille Nacht – Silent Night’ and, thereafter,
at 6pm every night in perpetuity, in respectful
remembrance of the 1914 Christmas Truce.  In March
2011 UNESCO declared this much loved Christmas carol
‘an intangible cultural heritage’;

(iii) Creation of multi-faith space, possibly in the crypt of St.
Niklaas Church, dedicated to the quiet contemplation of
the Christmas Truce parable and its meaning for the 21st
Century; [my reason for proposing the crypt of St. Niklaas
Church is because a young Adolf Hitler recovered from
the effects of gas there, during WWI.  He also did a
watercolour painting of the ruins of St. Niklaas Church
during a lull in the fighting, the original of which is now
in Moscow.  A multi-faith space would provide the
opportunity to fill the crypt with love, compassion,
harmony and faith – all that the Führer later sought to
destroy.  The crypt is also the burial place of Adela the
Holy, buried on the site of the former and renowned
Benedictine Abbey, which she established, and which was
destroyed during WWI].1

(iv) The safe opening of the St. Niklaas bell tower for visitors
and tourists with panels showing important World War I
locations, including No Man’s Land where the Christmas
Truce took place;

(v) Museum and Art Exhibition dedicated to the Christmas 
Truce in old Town Hall.

11

Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, President, DePaul University,
Chicago, visits the Christmas Truce Cross, July 2011.

German soldiers sing carols in the trenches, Christmas 1914.

1. Mesen is one of the oldest pilgrimage places in Flanders.  Our Lady of Messines has been honoured there since 933.  In 1057,
Countess Adèle of Flanders, daughter of King of France Robert le Pieux (996-1031) founded a Benedictine abbey for noble
ladies.  The abbey was transformed into a royal Institute by Empress Maria-Theresa (1745-1780) in 1776.  Like the village of
Mesen, the abbey was completely destroyed during the First World War.  The crypt, located under the choir of the St. Niklaas
abbey-church, was used as headquarters by the German staff, and has been preserved, as well as Adèle’s grave.  The church was
rebuilt in 1928 exactly as it was before the war.  It is lit by a big brass chandelier and wall lights made and donated to the
church by Otto Meyer, a German veteran of the battle of Mesen.
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The Projects

4. Major Symbolic Events:
(i) Opening of Flanders Peace Field

(ii) Opening of Restored Carillon in summer of 2014 as part of the World Carillon
Federation’s international meeting in Flanders;

(iii) Multi-faith gathering in Messines in 2013 or 2014, lead by Pope Benedict XVI and the
Archbishop of Canterbury, commemorating the 1914 Christmas Truce;

(iv) St. Niklaas Carillon to lead the world in a 6pm one-hour bell tolling on Christmas Eve
2014, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 1914 Christmas Truce;

(v) Pelé, joint patron of the Christmas Truce Project, and the Brazilian Government, to call
for a worldwide truce during the 2014 FIFA World Cup at the 2013 UN General
Assembly, as part of the 100th anniversary of the 1914 Christmas Truce.  (During the
Nigerian Civil War, combatants called a two-day truce in order to watch Pelé play for
Santos FC during a visit to Lagos).
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Pelé, Patron of the Christmas Truce Project



5. The Fans World Cup:
(i) The Fans World Cup is a new concept I hope to introduce to the

2014 FIFA World Cup Finals in Brazil.  Its primary purpose is to
encourage good behaviour amongst fans and a major legacy project
to benefit children in the host country.

(ii) To mark the 100th anniversary of the Christmas Truce, the actual
trophy will have symbolic elements recalling the 1914 Christmas Truce and football game.
The trophy will be designed and made by Waterford, Wedgwood and Royal Dalton, a
company that combines the best of Irish-British craftsmanship.
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Gordon Banks (England), Don Mullan (Concept Developer), Archbishop Desmond Tutu (Patron, Christmas Truce Project), Andrew Edwards
(Artist), Pelé (Patron, Christmas Truce Project) and Terry Conroy (Republic of Ireland), with the prototype of The Fans World Cup.
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Visitors, Tourists
and Pilgrims

Messines currently benefits little from WWI tourism.  Tourists and visitors pass through on an
almost daily basis, with little advantage to local cafes, restaurants, B&B and shops.  Yet Messines
was once an important place of pilgrimage with a major Benedictine Monastery.

This vision aims to place Messines in the international gaze.  With the Christmas Truce theme,
Messines has the potential to attract 100,000+ visitors, tourists and pilgrims to Belgium’s
smallest city during the 100th anniversary commemorations of WWI and significant numbers
of visitors thereafter.

The city will need to develop infrastructure and opportunities for visitors to make Messines a
favoured stop-off point.  The primary attractions will include:

• Messines: City of the Christmas Truce

• The Flanders Peace Field

• St. Niklaas Church (i) restored Christmas
Truce Peace Carillon (ii) multi-faith space and
(iii) the reconciliation artwork of WWI
German veteran, Otto Meyer, who took part
in the Battle of Messines.

• The Messines Peace Village

• The Island of Ireland Peace Park

• The New Zealand War Memorial

• The Pool of Peace (Spanbroekmolen Mine
Crater Memorial)

• Christmas Truce Museum and Gallery

• Christmas Truce Monument and donated
Peace Monuments to be placed along a
Christmas Truce Trail linking Messines with
nearby Comines (Komen).

• Prowse Point British Military Cemetery where
British and German Soldiers are buried
together

• Messines Ridge Cemetery

• The Christmas Truce Cross, Ploegsteert Woods, left by ‘The Khaki Chums’, now
adorned with signed footballs left by visitors.

14

Round Tower, the Island of Ireland Peace Park.
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and Local Body to
Manage
Development

To realise all of the above the local government and people of Messines will need international
support.  To date the Flemish Government has invested €6.5 million Euros in creating the
Messines Peace Village, a world class youth hostel.  This is a prime piece of infrastructure.

Matching funds will be required to create the Flanders Peace Field facilities, develop and
manage programmes, restore the St. Niklaas Church Carillon, and create all other
infrastructure that is necessary to realise this vision.

To date there has been a feasibility study on the Flanders Peace Field facilities carried out by the
Messines Peace Village.  Estimates have been received for the restoration and development of
the St. Niklaas Church Carillon.

More work needs to be done on an overall strategic plan which DePaul University, Chicago, is
willing to assist us with.

Crucially, at this critical juncture, we must now decide what body will be created to manage and
oversee the development of the Christmas Truce Project.  At its heart must be the local
government of the city of Messines, with responsibility for various elements of the project being
delegated to local partners.  The Messines Peace Village, for example, in partnership with the city
of Messines, is the local partner who can and should assume responsibility for the overall
development and management of the Flanders Peace Field and ongoing programmes related to it.

The Messines Peace Village.

15



THE CHRISTMAS
TRUCE PROJECT

The Flanders
Peace Field

Flanders Peace Field is inspired by
contemporary correspondence and reports
that give rise to the traditional belief that a
regulation game of football was played close
to Ploegsteert Wood and Messines involving
both British and German troops during the
Christmas Truce of 1914.

On January 1, 1915, The Times published a
letter from a major in the Medical Corp who
described the Christmas Truce and stating
his regiment:

… actually had a football match with
the Saxons, who beat them 3-2!!!

The British account is supported by the official war history of the 133rd Saxon Regiment,
which described the ‘droll scene’ of ‘Tommy und Fritz’ first chasing down hares fleeing from
under the cabbages, then kicking about a football furnished by a Scot:

This developed into a regulation football match with caps casually laid out as goals.
The frozen ground was no great matter.  Then we organised each side into teams,
lining up in motley rows, the football in the centre.

The result: ‘Das Spiel endete 3:2 fur Fritz’.
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Locaton of The Flanders Peace Field.



During a meeting with Dr. Ian Paisley on December 19, 2008, I recorded him recounting the
story of an old neighbour from his childhood who told him about the Christmas Truce and
who claimed to have participated in a football game:

… he told me that at the time of the Truce… he played in the football match.  
And he said, “We had a great crowd watching, both German and all the others.”

We do know for certain that the Irish took an active role in the 1914 Christmas Truce.  
The regimental history of the 13th London Regiment, the Kensingtons, records:

We were a little embarrassed by this sudden comradeship, and, as a lasting joke
against us, let it be said that the order was given to stand to arms.  But we did not
fire, for the battalion on our right, the Royal Irish Fusiliers, with their national sense
of humour, answered the enemy’s salutations with songs and jokes and made
appointments in No Man’s Land for Christmas Day.  We felt small and subdued
and spent the remainder of Christmas Eve in watching the lights flicker and fade on
the Christmas trees in their trenches and in hearing the voices grow fainter and
eventually cease.

With the active support of the city of Mesen, the Messines
Peace Village and St. Niklaas parish, this project will be aimed
at drawing the youth of Europe and the world to the region to
play football and other sports on the Flanders Peace Field.
They will do so in memory of opposing soldiers who, on
their own initiative, temporarily ended a War to explore their
common humanity.  Their visit to the Flanders Peace Field
will also involve introductory talks, audio visual presentations
and exhibition materials that will explore the theme of Sport
for Development and Peace.  The young people will be
encouraged to return to their respective communities to
actively engage in projects that contribute to World Peace and
Development.  Those who play there will be given a
commemorative medal and certificate.
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One of thousands of unknown WWI
soldiers ‘Known Unto God’.
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Voices from the
Christmas Truce

Translation of account of the Christmas Truce by a Belgian soldier

Published in the Dublin Evening Mail, 4 January 1915

Christmas in the trenches.  It must have been sad do you say?  Well I am not sorry to have spent it there
and the recollection of it will ever be one of imperishable beauty.  At midnight a baritone stood up and in a
rich resonant voice sang, Minuit Chretiens.  The cannonade ceased and when the hymn finished applause
broke out from our side and from the German trenches!  The Germans were celebrating Christmas too
and we could hear them singing two hundred yards from us.  Now I am going to tell you something which
you will think incredible but I give you my word that it is true.  At dawn the Germans displayed a
placard over the trenches on which was written Happy Christmas and then leaving their trenches,
unarmed they advanced towards us singing and shouting “comrades!”.  No one fired.  We also had left our
trenches and separated from each other only by the half frozen Yser, we exchanged presents.  They gave us
cigars and we threw them some chocolate.  Thus almost fraternising we passed the morning.  Unlikely
indeed, but true.  I saw it but thought I was dreaming.  They asked us to spend Christmas without firing
and the whole day passed without any fighting.  At eight o’clock in the evening we were relieved by other
soldiers, and returned to the rear without being disturbed.  Was it not splendid?  Think you that we were
wrong?  We have been criticised here; it is said that we ought to have fired.  But would it not have been
dastardly?  And then, why kill one another on such a festive day?
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“Our Padre... arranged the prayers
and psalms etc. and an interpreter

wrote them out in German.  
They were read first in English by

our Padre and then in German by a
[German] boy who was studying for

the ministry.  It was an
extraordinary and most wonderful
sight.  The Germans formed up on
one side, the English on the other,
the officers standing in front, every
head bared.  Yes, I think it was a
sight one will never see again.”

Lieutenant Arthur Pelham-Burn

Writing home.
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“On Christmas Day everyone
spontaneously left their trenches and
had a meeting halfway between the
trenches.  Germans gave us cigars,

and we gave them chocolate and
tobacco.  They seemed very pleased to
see us!  Some had lived in England
for years, and were very buckled at

airing their English again.”
Lieutenant J. A. Liddell, letter to his parents 

(29th December, 1914)

“The German climbed out of his
trench and came over towards us.

My friend and I walked out towards
him.  We met, and very gravely

saluted each other.  He was joined by
more Germans, and some of the
Dublin Fusiliers from our own
trenches came out  to join us.

No German officer came out, it was
only the ordinary soldiers.  

We talked, mainly in French, because
my German was not very good, and

none of the Germans could speak
English well, but we managed to get
together all right.  One of them said,
“We don’t want to kill you, and you

don’t want to kill us.
So why shoot?”

Second Lieutenant Drummond,
Christmas 1914

“When the Christmas bells sounded
in the villages of the Vosges behind
the lines ... something fantastically
unmilitary occurred.  German and
French troops spontaneously made
peace and ceased hostilities; they

visited each other through disused
trench tunnels, and exchanged wine,
cognac and cigarettes for Westphalian

black bread, biscuits and ham.
This suited them so well that they
remained good friends even after

Christmas was over.”
Richard Schirrmann, German schoolteacher and

founder of the Youth Hostel Movement,
written in December 1915.

Note:
Richard Schirrmann (May 15, 1874 – December 14, 1961) was in a
German regiment holding a position on the Bernhardstein, one of the
mountains of the Vosges, and separated from the French troops by a
narrow No Man’s Land, which his account says was “strewn with
shattered trees, the ground ploughed up by shellfire, a wilderness of
earth, tree-roots and tattered uniforms.”  Military discipline was soon
restored, but Schirrmann pondered over the incident, and whether
“thoughtful young people of all countries could be provided with
suitable meeting places where they could get to know each other.”  
In 1919 he founded a nationwide youth hostel association, and in 1922
he retired from teaching to focus entirely on the youth hostel
movement.  From 1933-1936 he also led the International Youth
Hostelling Association (now Hostelling International, but was forced
to resign by the Nazi government.  After World War II, he worked on
the rebuilding of the German association, for which he received the
Bundesverdienstkreuz in 1952.

Silent Voices – Lest we forget
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Summary Biography
• Author, humanitarian, media producer and concept developer; child of the Northern

Ireland “Troubles” and a teenage witness to Bloody Sunday on January 30, 1972, in Derry.

• A supporter of the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Movement, first book: Eyewitness Bloody
Sunday (1997) became a bestseller and is officially recognized as a primary catalyst in the
establishment of the new Bloody Sunday Inquiry, the longest running and most expensive
in British legal history.  The inquiry led to an historic apology by Prime Minister David
Cameron on June 15, 2010, one of the great healing moments in Anglo-Irish relations.

• Eyewitness Bloody Sunday inspired the award-winning movie Bloody Sunday, directed by Paul
Greengrass.  Served as source writer, co-producer, and actor in the film.  The film won
several international awards including Sundance and Berlin Film Festivals (2002).

• Humanitarian work has included efforts in Brazil, Rwanda, South Africa, Philippines and
Haiti.  Was awarded the Defender of Human Dignity Award by the International League for
Human Rights at the United Nations (2003).

• Recently joined DePaul University, Chicago, as special advisor and guest lecturer to the School
of Public Service (2011).  Will assist with development of DePaul’s Peace and Justice Programs.

• NOKIA (Ireland) Ambassador (2006-2009) during which created the World’s 1st Exhibition
by an amateur photographer, based entirely on mobile phone photography.  Has been selected
to create major photographic exhibition on the European impact of Irish monastic foundations
during the 6th – 9th Centuries as part of the Derry-Londonderry 2013 UK City of Cuture.

• Current Peace and Humanitarian projects include: Creator and International Ambassador of
The 1914 Christmas Truce Project for the city of Messines, Belgium; European
Ambassador for the Pelé Little Prince Hospital Research Institute and Creator of the Pelé
Peace Medal; Creator and co-founder of the Frederick Douglass and Daniel
O’Connell Ireland/USA Project, which aims to strengthen links between Ireland and the
USA and the great Diasporas of Ireland and Africa in America, with Haiti its primary focus.
He is a patron of the National Children’s Football Alliance (UK).

Produced with the kind support of

Model of a monument inspired by the Christmas Truce Project, currently being developed by the UK sculptor, Andrew Edwards.

Contact:  Mullan Creative Concepts
The Christmas Truce Project

11 Hillsbrook Crescent, Perrystown
Dublin 12 Ireland

Tel: +353-1-455 5453  Cell: +353-87-238 9341
Email: dbmullan@eircom.net
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